CHAPTER II
THE VILAYET AND  ITS PEOPLE
BROADLY speaking, the vilayet or governorship of Yamen is bounded on the north by the 2oth parallel of latitude, on the south by the Aden Protectorate, on the west by the Red Sea, while Long. 45 may be taken as its eastern limit.
The southern border was clearly defined by an Anglo-Turkish Boundary Commission (1902-1905), but its eastern limit is vague and apt to vary with the ebb and flow of Ottoman politics.
The general geography of Yamen is simple enough.
There is first a coastal plain of varying width known as the Tihama. This is backed by maritime ranges, some actually on the coast as at Sheikh Said, while some are thirty miles or so inland, as in the district of Hodeida. These ranges sometimes culminate in isolated massifs of considerable height, and beyond them, eastward, the ground drops to inland plains intersected by the foot-hills of the main mountain system.
This system forms the western scarp of the great central plateau and rises like a wall, running north and south with a mean altitude of some 8000 feet, and occasional peaks of 9000-10,000 feet. The highest point of this plateau is between Yerim and Ebb, in which